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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of knowledge building pedagogy on fourth-grade
students’ understanding of the nature of ideas in Mandarin classes. The experimental group participated in knowledge
building activities for eighteen weeks. In contrast, the control group had traditional teacher-directed instruction. Data
sources include: (1) participants’ interactions in Knowledge Forum (number of students’ notes contributed, and notes
built on to others notes, etc.), (2) interviews in which students talked about their understanding of ideas for knowledge
building. The results showed that: (1) students had high interest and better interactions in discussion activities in the
knowledge building environment, (2) students demonstrated deeper understanding of the concept of ideas after
participating in knowledge building activities.
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