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The Effects of Social Interaction on the Knowledge Elaboration in CSCL
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Abstract: Social interaction is a significant factor that can affect learning effects in CSCL. Meanwhile, insight into
obtaining knowledge and the development process of knowledge are also the important aspects in terms of knowledge
elaboration. This paper uses quantitative method to explore the effect of individual social interaction on knowledge
elaboration in CSCL in terms of the interaction behavior and interaction content which is based on debate. The
research shows that participation, density, centrality and debate can promote the level of knowledge elaboration
significantly, and there is significant difference among the different level of knowledge elaboration: excellent, average
and poor. This research can provide experience for the future to carry out the effective cooperative learning, and
provide effective intervention for teachers in CSCL.
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