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Abstract


Until recently motivation has been considered to be an individual phenomenon with theories of motivation conceptualizing key constructs in individualistic terms. Recently this individual conceptualization has been questioned as theorists have suggested, after Vygotsky, that motivation is social in nature. Socio-cultural researchers have consequently attempted to explain how motivational goals, values, standards and interests are socially constructed, and how they emerge and develop from social interactions and are manifested in collaborative and individual action. The understanding of motivation as social in nature involves complex issues concerning the relationship between the social world and the world of the individual. This presentation examines meta-theoretical and theoretical issues relating to the social construction of motivation and presents several debates that have taken place in the literature. 





Dr. Richard Walker is Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Education and Social Work at the University of Sydney in Australia. He teaches in educational psychology and is currently the Postgraduate Coursework Coordinator in the Faculty.  Richard has had a long-standing research interest in interrelationships amongst motivation, learning and academic achievement. In this regard, he has co-authored articles in international journals on self-efficacy, self-concept, causal attributions and academic achievement. More recently he has been interested in the application of Vygotskyian socio-cultural understandings to student motivation and learning. With research students and colleagues, he has published a number of book chapters and journal articles on socio-cultural approaches to self-regulation, interest, textbook use, homework, and tertiary learning and assessment. He is currently researching schooling for marginalised and homeless youth from a socio-cultural perspective. While at HKIED he will be working on a book, co-authored with Mike Horsley and to be published by Palgrave MacMillan, which examines homework from a socio-cultural perspective. 
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