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Private tutoring less important

Very selective:

• transition sec. I to II

• competition for
apprenticeships

• drop out during sec. II

• high drop out at universites

Low competitive:

• Matura entitles to enter any
university

• Vocational matura entitles
to enter any university of 
applied sciences

SWITZERLAND

Private tutoring invevitable

Less or not competitive for
remaining Institutions

• definition of requirements by
the universities

• Restricted study seats

• very selective for elitist high 
schools

• less selective after
acceptance to university

Highly competitive prestigious
universities

THAILAND

Private tutoring less
important

Less or not competitive for
remaining Institutions

• definition of requirements
by the univer-sities

• drop out variation from
school to school

• focus on coaching at top
universties

Hughly selective top
universities

U.S.

Competitiveness and Selectivity
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5Companies invest in 
public VE-System

�

High trust in voca-
tional education (VE) 
system

�

Pride in education
system and 
workforce

�

High work-quality
notion

SWITZERLAND

Companies not ready to 
invest in public VE-System

�

Low status of completion
education by VE on 
secondary level

�

Low status of VE

�

University education highly
valued for personal 
success and national 
development

THAILAND

Companies not ready to 
invest in public VE-System

�

VE on secondary level not 
seen as a good preparation 
for post-secondary education

�

Strong academic prepara-
tion for all students highly
valued

U.S.

National values and nature of secondary and post se condary education are 
linked
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Vocational Education in Thailand and the USA are ra ther similar and differ 
very clearly from Switzerland

challenge

problem

value

system and 
numbers

not stigmatized

• highly developed
continuing vocatio-
nal education

• universities of 
applied sciences

�

65 % of upper secon-
dary level go through
a dual system of 
vocational education

SWITZERLAND

highly stigmatized

many non-dual
vocational schools

�

many non-dual
vocational high 
schools

THAILAND

higher education increasingly perceived as the educational path of choice

the lowest 25 per cent of a school cohort

highly stigmatized

• medium developed
school based post-
secondary vocational
education

�

less than 20 % of upper
secondary level go to a 
non-dual vocational high 
school

U.S.
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2002

24%             Higher education

HKALE (Exam)

33%      Matriculation

HKCEE (Exam)

91%             S.4-5

95%      S.1-3
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2012 (concept)

18%                              Higher education

(Exam)

S.4-6

S.1-3
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